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201 N. Montezuma Street 
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Prescott, AZ 86301 

 

 
 

AGENDA 
The following Agenda will be considered by the Tourism Advisory Committee at their 
meetings to be held April 30, 2025. Notice of this meeting is given pursuant to Arizona 
Revised Statutes, Section 38-431.02. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
2. ROLL CALL 
3. DISCUSSION & ACTION ITEMS 
  A. Approval of the March 12, 2025 Tourism Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes. 

Recommended Action: MOVE to approve the minutes as presented 
  B. Presentation & Discussion Regarding the Requirements and Timeline of 

Potential Propositions. 
Recommended Action: This item is for discussion only. No formal action 
will be taken. 

  C. Presentation & Discussion Regarding the Upcoming Annual Update & 
Presentation to Council and Selection of Committees Members to Represent 
TAC at the Meeting. 
Recommended Action: MOVE to select three (3) Committee Members to 
present to Council on behalf of TAC at the June 10 Study Session 

  D. Presentation & Discussion Regarding Tourism Grant Review and Award 
Selections. 
Recommended Action: MOVE to approve final scoring and funding 
recommendations to staff for review 

4. UPDATES 
  A. Staff Announcements & Updates. 
  B. Committee Member Updates. 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
Upon a public majority vote of a quorum of the Board, the Board may hold an executive 
session, which will not be open to the public, regarding any item listed on the agenda but only 
for the following purposes: 
 
(1)    Discussion or consideration of personnel matters (A.R.S. §38-431.03(A)(1)); 
(2)    Discussion or consideration of records exempt by law (A.R.S. §38-431.03(A)(2)); 
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(3)    Discussion or consultation for legal advice with the city’s attorneys (A.R.S. §38-
431.03(A)(3)); 
(4)    Discussion or consultation with the city’s attorneys regarding the city’s position regarding 
contracts that are the subject of negotiations, in pending or contemplated litigation, or in 
settlement discussions conducted in order to avoid litigation (A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(4)); 
(5)    Discussion or consultation with designated representatives of the city to consider its 
position and instruct its representatives regarding negotiations with employee organizations 
(A.R.S. §38-431.03(A)(5)); 
(6)    Discussion, consultation or consideration for negotiations by the city or its designated 
representatives with members of a tribal council, or its designated representatives, of an Indian 
reservation located within or adjacent to the city (A.R.S. §38-431.03(A)(6)); 
(7)    Discussion or consultation with designated representatives of the city to consider its 
position and instruct its representatives regarding negotiations for the purchase, sale or lease 
of real property (A.R.S. §38-431.03(A)(7)). 
 
 
CERTIFICATION OF POSTING OF NOTICE 
 
The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing notice was duly posted at 
Prescott City Hall on 4/23/25 at 9:00 a.m. in accordance with the statement filed by the 
Prescott City Council with the City Clerk. 
 

Sarah M. Siep 

Sarah M. Siep, City Clerk 
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  TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
  AGENDA: April 30 Tourism Advisory Committee 
  DATE: April 30, 2025 
  DEPT: Tourism  
  ITEM #: 3.A 

 

  SUBJECT: Approval of the March 12, 2025 Tourism 
Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes. 

 
ITEM SUMMARY 

This item is for approval of the March 12, 2025 TAC Meeting minutes. Staff recommends approving 
the minutes as presented. 

  
BACKGROUND 

None. 
  
FINANCIAL IMPACT 

There is no fiscal impact associated with this item. 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION 

MOVE to approve the minutes as presented 
  
ATTACHMENTS 

1. March 12, 2025 TAC Minutes 
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City of Prescott
Tourism Advisory Committee

March 12, 2025 | 11:00 AM
201 N. Montezuma Street

Council Chambers, 3rd Floor
Prescott, AZ 86301

Page 1 of 9 Tourism Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes – March 12, 2025

MINUTES
1. CALL TO ORDER
 Chair Christensen called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m.

 
2. ROLL CALL
 Margo Christensen - Chair 

Matt Brassard - Vice Chair 
Robert Coombs - Member
Jim Dawson - Member (Excused)
Dennis Gallagher - Member
Edd Kellerman - Member 
Autumn Kline - Member
Ken Leja - Member (Absent)
Nick Medina - Member
Linda Nichols - Member (Absent)

3. DISCUSSION & ACTION ITEMS
 
 A. Approval of the February 12, 2025 Tourism Advisory Committee Meeting 

Minutes.
 

  MOTION BY MEMBER GALLAGHER TO APPROVE FEBRUARY 12, 2025 
MEETING MINUTES; SECONDED BY MEMBER KELLERMAN: 
PASSED (7 - 0)
 

 B. Presentation & Discussion Regarding Prescott Event Alliance.
 

  Tourism Manager, Cristina Binkley, introduced Prescott Event Alliance 
representatives, Amore Cianciola and Julie Brown Pflueger. 

Ms. Cianciola opened discussion on how to create more excitement around local 
history through event planning. She reflected on last year’s success at the 
Wedding Expo, noting that it served as a strong source of inspiration and helped 
place Prescott on the radar for event coordinators. This year, the focus will be on 
continuing that momentum, with the goal of raising visibility within the industry. 
While weddings remain a focus, the program will also be expanding to include 
corporate events. The date for the upcoming Industry Showcase was confirmed 
as Thursday, August 14, 2025. 
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Ms. Brown Pflueger provided additional information related to marketing efforts 
and regional positioning. She shared that the City of Prescott is not appearing as 
prominently in event-related searches as neighboring areas. Ms. Brown Pflueger 
noted that due to the intense summer heat, June typically marks the end of the 
event season in Phoenix, making Prescott an attractive location for planners 
looking to extend business into the summer months. This year's initiative 
includes a specific focus on expanding connections with destination 
management companies (DMCs).

Ms. Cianciola reviewed the sponsorship packages available for this year's 
showcase, which include venues such as the Hassayampa Inn, Grand Highland 
Courtyard, The Federal, and the Prescott Wedding Chapel. She outlined the 
planned structure for the event, which will begin with a festival-style gathering at 
Watson Lake. Attendees will then enjoy lunch and a tradeshow at the Prescott 
Resort, participate in a scavenger activity at the Fairweather Social Club, and 
end the day with a closing event at Sam Hill Warehouse. Each year's event is 
designed to be unique in structure and experience. Ms. Cianciola also mentioned 
ticketing plans, which will include standard admission and options for students. 
She noted that last year’s event was very successful and fun, and there is great 
enthusiasm for building on that energy this year.

Ms. Brown Pflueger shared that a local caterer and an entertainment company 
have expressed interest in staying in Prescott throughout the summer in order to 
expand their businesses. 

Ms. Cianciola emphasized the need for participation and feedback from the 
Committee to help evolve and improve the program. Monthly meetings will 
include updates from Tourism staff. 

Ms. Binkley shared her support on behalf of the Tourism Office, stating that they 
are excited to see the Alliance fill a gap that Tourism currently cannot cover. 
Tourism has committed $1,000 in funding to help launch this year’s event and 
will continue supporting it to the best of their capacity. 

Chair Christensen asked whether this effort was similar to the programs offered 
by Meeting Planners International (MPI). 

Ms. Cianciola clarified that while MPI holds annual retreats, they have not hosted 
events comparable to what the PE Alliance is organizing. She added that there is 
potential to expand with a separate event in Phoenix, designed for those who 
may not be able to attend a one-day event in Prescott.

Member Coombs inquired about group capacity and logistics. 

Ms. Brown Pflueger responded that the aim is to welcome planners of all kinds to 
Prescott, regardless of the types of events they typically organize. 

Ms. Cianciola added that they are working to include representatives from 
various camps that offer retreat spaces. 
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Member Coombs suggested a press release from the Alliance to assist with 
promotion and outreach.

This item was for discussion only. No formal action took place.
  

 C. Presentation & Discussion Regarding the Tourism Strategic Plan.
 

  Ms. Binkley opened the discussion by providing background on the existing 
Tourism Strategic Plan. She explained that three years ago, the City of Prescott 
engaged the Corragio Group to lead the development of a strategic plan for the 
Tourism Office. The total cost of the project was approximately $25,000 and 
included a four-day working session with members of the Tourism Advisory 
Committee (TAC). Since its implementation, staff have accomplished an 
estimated 70% of the recommendations, although the most recent completion 
percentage has not yet been calculated. Staff are now seeking input from TAC 
on whether to move forward with a new strategic plan in the upcoming fiscal 
year, delay the effort for another year, rehire the Corragio Group, or consider a 
different vendor.

Chair Christensen asked what the committed plan end date was. 

Ms. Binkley responded that there was no fixed end date, and that 
implementation was tied to feasibility and capacity over time. She explained that 
Members Kellerman, Coombs, Brassard, and Chair Christensen had participated 
in the original process. Ms. Binkley noted that the original $25,000 cost was 
offset through a co-op arrangement, but future planning efforts may be more 
expensive. Additionally, due to bed tax requirements, the city must obtain a 
minimum of three vendor quotes for such a project.

Member Medina asked about the reasoning behind potentially developing a new 
plan. 

Ms. Binkley responded that the Tourism Office is currently managing numerous 
projects and initiatives, some of which are being prompted by other city 
departments but may not align with the Tourism Office’s core priorities. She 
emphasized the importance of strategic planning to determine what is most 
important to the committee, whether that be marketing or budgetary 
considerations. While no immediate decision is necessary, Ms. Binkley 
recommended planning now if the city intends to fund a new strategic plan for 
FY26.

Chair Christensen commented that the previous vendor was excellent to work 
with, to which Members Coombs and Kellerman both agreed.

Ms. Binkley added that the state recently updated its own strategic plan, which 
reinforces the value of staying current. 

Chair Christensen asked how long the previous planning process took. 
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Ms. Binkley responded that the working sessions consisted of four half-day 
meetings, with strong attendance from TAC members as well as participation 
from City Council members.

Chair Christensen commented that it was well worth the effort, as it set the plan 
for the past three years. 

Member Gallagher asked when a new plan would take effect.

Ms. Binkley responded that the process could begin once the Committee 
provides direction to gather quotes.

Ms. Binkley referenced a one-sheet summary included in the meeting packet, 
which outlined that approximately 70% of the original plan's goals had been met. 
Some goals, she explained, are ongoing by nature, while others depend on 
current priorities. She also highlighted that some elements, such as the 
wayfinding program, have proven costly. Other initiatives, like the Prescott 
Stories campaign and social media efforts, have been successful in engaging 
local businesses. Partnerships with the Prescott Chamber of Commerce and 
Prescott Downtown Partnership (PDP) were mentioned as areas that could still 
be enhanced. Additionally, Ms. Binkley noted that while Prescott doesn’t 
experience a true "shoulder season," January through March tends to be slower, 
though not in need of significant promotion. She concluded by emphasizing that 
updating the strategic plan is about being both proactive and protective of what 
the organization can achieve. 

Chair Christensen asked if there was more to be done from the staff perspective 
to justify pursuing another three-year plan.

Ms. Binkley confirmed that such planning should remain on the radar, with timing 
dependent on cost and fiscal year considerations.

This item was for discussion only. No formal action took place.
  

 D. Presentation & Discussion Regarding Destination Management Organization 
Versus Destination Marketing Organization.
  

  Ms. Binkley reviewed and explained the current and future role of Experience 
Prescott as a Destination Marketing Organization (DMO). While Experience 
Prescott currently functions as a DMO focused on promoting Prescott as a travel 
destination, there is a global movement toward Destination Management 
Organizations (DMOs evolving into DMMOs). These organizations go beyond 
traditional marketing by also addressing tourism sustainability, infrastructure 
needs, and long-term community impact. She noted that with a growing portion 
of the tourism budget being used for destination management rather than direct 
marketing, the department is experiencing conflicting priorities and initiatives. 
Tourism staff are seeking input from the Committee on whether to remain a 
DMO or consider transitioning toward a more management-oriented or hybrid 
approach.
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Ms. Binkley further explained that, according to current guidelines, approximately 
75% of tourism-related funds should be directed toward marketing. However, the 
city is closer to allocating 80% toward destination management. If the city wishes 
to remain a traditional DMO, the marketing budget is currently being 
underutilized, especially in comparison to surrounding communities, which invest 
heavily in tourism promotion. Ms. Binkley asked the Committee, if the focus 
should remain on marketing Prescott, managing it as a destination, or a blend of 
both? 

A brief video that outlined the distinctions between destination marketing and 
destination management was shared by Ms. Binkley. She mentioned a third 
model, Destination Marketing and Management Organizations (DMMOs), 
combine both approaches. Many communities have started adopting the model 
by slowly shifting to include destination management under the broader tourism 
umbrella.

Chair Christensen commented on the complexity of the issue and that this could 
represent a pivotal shift in direction. She expressed support for the management 
philosophy, suggesting it could be a springboard for long-term initiatives, such as 
trail enhancements or even campaigns to increase bed tax funding. Chair 
Christensen also noted that the original bed tax ballot language was created 
over 20 years ago, and that changes in tourism demands may now warrant 
revisiting its intent.

Vice Chair Brassard commented that this was discussed during the last strategic 
planning session. 

Member Kline asked whether the city could revert to a traditional DMO structure 
in the future if needed. 

Ms. Binkley responded that a shift would be possible, as the state does not 
formally distinguish between models. Adjustments could be made within the 
existing budget, with management covering both promotion and oversight, with 
marketing remaining more narrowly focused. She added that staff does not have 
a specific preference at this point, but budget discussions will become relevant 
toward the end of the fiscal year depending on remaining funds.

Vice Chair Brassard asked which cities currently operate as a DMMO. 

Ms. Binkley responded with City of Sedona as an example. She added, however, 
that they are having a reactive situation due to over-tourism.

Member Coombs commented that while current marketing strategies have been 
effective, the management aspect is increasingly important as it helps address 
the impact of rising tourism, including issues like congestion and infrastructure 
stress.
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Member Kellerman commented that he supports a more holistic approach, 
stating that under a DMMO model, both destination image and community needs 
can be balanced more effectively.

Member Medina commented on tax allocation, emphasizing that a majority of 
funds should still be directed towards marketing in order to drive bed tax 
revenues, as well as maximize return on capital and ensure long-term financial 
impact. 

Chair Christensen agreed that marketing tends to yield a recurring return on 
investment and that maintenance and capital improvements should ideally fall 
under the General Fund, instead of being covered by bed tax revenues. 
However, she noted the importance of balance, related to the gray area that 
exists between promotion and essential infrastructure improvements.

Ms. Binkley shared an example involving public restrooms, which, while not 
traditionally viewed as a tourism-related expense, are important from a 
destination management standpoint. Intentional, well-designed tourism 
destinations typically include amenities like walkways, signage, and water 
fountains, which improve the overall visitor experience.

Ms. Binkley noted that this discussion would become a standing agenda item 
moving forward. Although no decisions are required by the next meeting, since 
the upcoming fiscal year budget has already been submitted, continued 
discussion is essential. Some items currently included in the tourism budget are 
being re-evaluated and may be shifted to other departments, particularly those 
related to maintenance. 

Councilwoman Fruhwirth added that the issue extends beyond tourism and 
affects all city departments. From a Public Works perspective, both management 
and DMO functions have merit. She commented on the importance of 
understanding the original ballot language to ensure informed decisions and 
suggested that reviewing historical budget trends could shed light on how 
priorities have shifted over time.  

Member Medina commented that although maintenance is necessary, it does not 
directly contribute to attracting new visitors. 

Chair Christensen agreed and commented that this is a common debate in many 
other municipalities.  

Ms. Binkley noted that the original bed tax ballot language could be brought 
forward to the next meeting to help with further decision-making. 

This item was for discussion only. No formal action took place.
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4. UPDATES
 
 A. Staff Announcements & Updates.

   
  Staff from the Tourism and Recreation Services Departments provided the 

following updates to the Committee:

• Tourism budget requests have been submitted and a meeting with the 
City Manager is scheduled soon. Tourism grants remain open to the 
public. 

• Tourism is currently advertising an RFP for a new website and digital 
asset management system. This will consolidate what were previously 18 
separate contracts into one.

• Projects with PIMBA and IMBA are currently in development. Exploratory 
meetings are also underway for sports events in 2026, with an emphasis 
on collaborating with local colleges. The TransRockies event is scheduled 
to be presented at the March 25 Council meeting, with plans for a fall 
2026 event. The TransRockies event is separate from Whiskey Off-Road 
bike race. Tourism supports both events as part of the goals set in the 
initial RFP.

• The DTN website advertising program has received special permission to 
be piloted on the Experience Prescott platform with six local stakeholders. 
Prescott is the only city entity to test the program, and the early results 
from its first month and a half have been very positive. This will be 
proposed for inclusion in the July contract presentation.

• The America 250 initiative will be discussed in a meeting scheduled for 
May 15, bringing together multiple local organizations.

• A 20th-anniversary Vietnam group event, expected to book over 100 hotel 
rooms, is nearing finalization, with details to be shared with hotels soon. 
There is also a potential new partnership with the Arizona Department of 
Veterans Services to bring Mental Health First Aid support for veterans. 
Prescott will be a stop on June 17, and Tourism staff are aiming to be 
actively involved.

• The Tourism website had over 11,000 active users, with top campaigns 
including Google City of Prescott and Sparklight. The most visited 
webpage was “Things to Do.” Instagram reached 11.5k followers, gaining 
300 new followers in the last month. The top-performing post was about 
ChatGPT, and the most-viewed reel was Papa’s Italian Restaurant. 
Instagram engagement is up 10.1%. Facebook, YouTube, and Pinterest 
are also performing well. The “Day in the Life” reel received strong 
engagement. A food photographer has been hired to enhance promotion 
of the Prescott culinary scene.

• Work on the General Plan is ongoing, with the goal of placing it on the 
ballot for public vote in August.

• The special event tournament season is kicking off, including soccer 
tournaments, bike races, trail runs, and Easter services. 

This item was for discussion only. No formal action took place.
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 B. Committee Member Updates. 

     
  Councilwoman Fruhwirth and Committee Members provided the following 

updates:

• Work on the August ballot is expected to wrap up by the end of the month. 
Items potentially appearing on the August ballot include the Open Space 
Charter Amendment and the General Plan. If these items are not 
approved in time, they may be moved to the November ballot. A third 
item, Home Rule, will also be included, allowing the city flexibility in its 
spending practices without being bound by state legislative restrictions. 
A new Vision and Mission Statement were approved during the recent 
Council meeting:
Vision: Prescott is a thriving and scenic community in the heart of Arizona, 
rooted in western heritage and strong hometown values, where 
individuals, families and businesses enjoy outdoor adventures, vibrant 
cultural events, a prosperous economy, and the promise of a bold 
tomorrow.
Mission: We enhance quality of life as stewards of our natural and built 
environment and through outstanding city services that engage our 
community, preserve our past, and ensure a safe and vibrant future.

• Upcoming events at the Elks Theatre include a dinner and casino night, 
with a collaborative event planned in September. A recent meeting took 
place with the Secretary of State regarding the America 250 initiative; the 
state indicated it will not be overseeing or managing local efforts.

• The Edison will soon celebrate its one-year anniversary, and a permit was 
approved for a retaining wall. Additional events are scheduled at the Wine 
Bar, which is currently expanding at the resort. Parking at the Motor 
Lodge will also be replaced.

• An Artistic Legacy event is planned, along with continued efforts to retrofit 
space for a permanent art collection at the Phippen Museum. Artwork 
from the past 16 years is being reviewed, documented, and photographed 
for the first time. 

• The Chamber and Visitor Center have returned to summer hours. A 
successful business expo was held at Pine Ridge Marketplace, featuring 
50 vendors and designed to raise awareness of local businesses. 

• A certification for hotel industry analytics has been completed, including a 
deep dive into STAR reports for hotel performance analysis.

There will be no TAC meeting in the second week of April. The next scheduled  
meeting will take place April 30, 2025, and will include a regular meeting, lunch, 
and grant scoring meeting from approximately 11:00 AM to 2:30 PM. 

This item was for discussion only. No formal action took place.
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5. ADJOURNMENT

   
 There being no further business to discuss, Chair Christensen adjourned the meeting 

at 12:21 p.m.

MARGO CHRISTENSEN, Chair
ATTEST:

MARIKAY WHISENAND, Staff Liaison
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  TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
  AGENDA: April 30 Tourism Advisory Committee 
  DATE: April 30, 2025 
  DEPT: Tourism  
  ITEM #: 3.B 

 

  SUBJECT: Presentation & Discussion Regarding the 
Requirements and Timeline of Potential 
Propositions. 

 
ITEM SUMMARY 

This item is for the Committee to discuss how ballot propositions are proposed and the timeline for 
putting items on the ballot. 

  
BACKGROUND 

Staff are not permitted to promote, suggest or advocate for or against any proposition. The decision 
to pursue a ballot proposition would have to be presented to the Council and approved at their 
discretion, or as a citizen initiative by members of the Tourism Advisory Committee and the public. If 
there is interest in moving forward, it is important to note that there are very specific timeframes and 
deadlines established by State Statute for both a Council action and a citizen initiative. A general 
overview and timeline are included below for reference: 

1. Year 1 Fall – Decide to Pursue Proposition 
2. Year 1 Winter – Form Political Action Committee with Statements of Organization 
3. Year 2 January – Determine Financial Impact of Proposition 
4. Year 2 February – Schedule 2x2s with Members of Prescott City Council 
5. Year 2 March/April - Propose Initial Ballot Language to the Prescott City Council or Circulate 

Petitions for a Citizen Initiative 
6. Year 2 Summer – Determine Marketing Strategy & Budget 
7. Year 3 February & March - Official Ballot Language Presented and Approved 
8. Year 3 March Public Outreach Begins 
9. Year 3 August Primary Election 

  
FINANCIAL IMPACT 

There is no fiscal impact at this time. 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION 

This item is for discussion only. No formal action will be taken. 
  
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Bed Tax Rates as of January 2021 
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January 2021
Arizona Office of Tourism
Transient Lodging Tax Rates: Arizona Communities

City-Additional City County State Total
Apache Junction Maricopa2/Pinal 2.4% 2.4% 1.77%/1.748% 5.5% 12.07%/12.048%
Avondale Maricopa2 2.0% 2.5% 1.77% 5.5% 11.77%
Benson Cochise 2.0% 3.5% 0.55% 5.5% 11.55%
Bisbee Cochise 2.5% 3.5% 0.55% 5.5% 12.05%
Buckeye Maricopa2 3.0% 3.0% 1.77% 5.5% 13.27%
Bullhead City Mohave 3.0% 2.0% 0.00% 5.5% 10.50%
Camp Verde Yavapai 3.0% 3.65% 0.825% 5.5% 12.975%
Carefree Maricopa2 3.0% 3.0% 1.77% 5.5% 13.27%
Casa Grande Pinal 2.0% 1.8% 1.748% 5.5% 11.048%
Cave Creek Maricopa2 4.0% 3.0% 1.77% 5.5% 14.27%
Chandler Maricopa2 2.9% 1.5% 1.77% 5.5% 11.67%
Chino Valley Yavapai 4.0% 4.0% 0.825% 5.5% 14.325%
Clarkdale Yavapai 2.0% 3.5% 0.825% 5.5% 11.825%
Clifton Greenlee 0.0% 3.0% 0.55% 5.5% 9.05%
Colorado City Mohave 7.0% 7.0% 0.00% 5.5% 19.50%
Coolidge Pinal 3.0% 3.0% 1.748% 5.5% 13.248%
Cottonwood Yavapai 3.5% 3.5% 0.825% 5.5% 13.325%
Dewey-Humboldt Yavapai 2.0% 2.0% 0.825% 5.5% 10.325%
Douglas Cochise 4.0% 3.8% 0.55% 5.5% 13.85%
Duncan Greenlee 3.0% 2.0% 0.55% 5.5% 11.05%
Eagar Apache 3.0% 3.0% 0.55% 5.5% 12.05%
El Mirage Maricopa2 2.0% 3.0% 1.77% 5.5% 12.27%
Eloy Pinal 3.0% 4.0% 1.748% 5.5% 14.248%
Flagstaff Coconino 0.0% 4.281% 1.4% 5.5% 11.181%
Florence Pinal 2.0% 2.0% 1.748% 5.5% 11.248%
Fountain Hills Maricopa2 4.0% 2.9% 1.77% 5.5% 14.17%
Fredonia Coconino 0.0% 4.0% 1.4% 5.5% 10.90%
Gila Bend Maricopa2 2.0% 3.5% 1.77% 5.5% 12.77%
Gilbert Maricopa2 2.8% 1.5% 1.77% 5.5% 11.57%
Glendale Maricopa2 5.0% 2.9% 1.77% 5.5% 15.17%
Globe Gila 3.0% 2.3% 1.1% 5.5% 11.90%
Goodyear Maricopa2 2.5% 2.5% 1.77% 5.5% 12.27%
Guadalupe Maricopa2 6.0% 4.0% 1.77% 5.5% 17.27%
Hayden Gila 2.0% 3.0% 1.1% 5.5% 11.60%
Holbrook Navajo 2.0% 3.0% 0.88% 5.5% 11.38%
Huachuca City Cochise 0.0% 1.9% 0.55% 5.5% 7.95%
Jerome Yavapai 3.0% 3.5% 0.825% 5.5% 12.825%
Kearny Pinal 4.0% 4.0% 1.748% 5.5% 15.248%
Kingman Mohave 4.0% 2.5% 0.00% 5.5% 12.00%
Lake Havasu City Mohave 3.0% 2.0% 0.00% 5.5% 10.50%
Litchfield Park Maricopa2 1.0% 2.8% 1.77% 5.5% 11.07%
Mammoth Pinal 4.0% 4.0% 1.748% 5.5% 15.248%
Marana Pima3 6.0% 2.0% 0.55% 5.5% 14.05%
Maricopa Pinal 2.0% 2.0% 1.748% 5.5% 11.248%
Mesa Maricopa2 5.0% 2.0% 1.77% 5.5% 14.27%
Miami Gila 0.0% 2.5% 1.1% 5.5% 9.10%
Nogales Santa Cruz 4.0% 2.0% 1.1% 5.5% 12.60%
Oro Valley Pima3 6.0% 2.5% 0.55% 5.5% 14.55%
Page Coconino 4.263% 3.0% 1.4% 5.5% 14.163%
Paradise Valley Maricopa2 3.4% 2.5% 1.77% 5.5% 13.17%

Tax Rates
Community   County

Northern Arizona University-The W. A. Franke College of Business
Economic Policy Institute | AHRRC | nau.edu/economic-policy-institute
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January 2021
Arizona Office of Tourism
Transient Lodging Tax Rates: Arizona Communities

City-Additional City County State Total
Parker La Paz 4.0% 2.0% 2.2% 5.5% 13.70%
Patagonia Santa Cruz 3.0% 3.0% 1.10% 5.5% 12.60%
Payson Gila 5.0% 2.88% 1.10% 5.5% 14.48%
Peoria Maricopa2 3.8% 1.8% 1.77% 5.5% 12.87%
Phoenix Maricopa2 3.0% 2.3% 1.77% 5.5% 12.57%
Pima Graham 0.0% 2.0% 1.05% 5.5% 8.55%
Pinetop-Lakeside Navajo 3.0% 3.0% 0.88% 5.5% 12.38%
Prescott Yavapai 3.0% 2.75% 0.825% 5.5% 12.075%
Prescott Valley Yavapai 2.83% 2.83% 0.825% 5.5% 11.985%
Quartzsite La Paz 0.0% 5.5% 2.2% 5.5% 13.20%
Queen Creek1 Maricopa2/Pinal 3.0% 2.25% 1.77%/1.748% 5.5% 12.52%/12.498%
Safford Graham 5.0% 2.5% 1.05% 5.5% 14.05%
Sahuarita Pima3 2.0% 2.0% 0.55% 5.5% 10.05%
St. Johns Apache 3.0% 3.0% 0.55% 5.5% 12.05%
San Luis Yuma 0.0% 4.0% 1.21% 5.5% 10.71%
Scottsdale Maricopa2 5.0% 1.75% 1.77% 5.5% 14.02%
Sedona Coconino/Yavapai 3.5% 3.5% 1.4%/0.825% 5.5% 13.9%/13.325%
Show Low Navajo 0.0% 2.0% 0.88% 5.5% 8.38%
Sierra Vista Cochise 0.0% 5.5% 0.55% 5.5% 11.55%
Snowflake Navajo 4.0% 2.0% 0.88% 5.5% 12.38%
Somerton Yuma 0.0% 3.3% 1.21% 5.5% 10.01%
South Tucson Pima3 2.0% 3.5% 0.55% 5.5% 11.55%
Springerville Apache 2.0% 3.0% 0.55% 5.5% 11.05%
Star Valley Gila 0.0% 2.0% 1.10% 5.5% 8.60%
Superior Pinal 4.0% 4.0% 1.748% 5.5% 15.248%
Surprise Maricopa2 4.52% 2.2% 1.77% 5.5% 13.99%
Taylor Navajo 2.0% 2.0% 0.88% 5.5% 10.38%
Tempe Maricopa2 5.0% 1.8% 1.77% 5.5% 14.07%
Thatcher Graham 3.0% 2.5% 1.05% 5.5% 12.05%
Tolleson Maricopa2 2.0% 2.5% 1.77% 5.5% 11.77%
Tombstone Cochise 4.0% 3.5% 0.55% 5.5% 13.55%
Tucson Pima3 $4/room 6.0% 0.55% 5.5% 12.05% + $4/room
Tusayan Coconino 2.0% 2.0% 1.4% 5.5% 10.90%
Wellton Yuma 2.5% 2.5% 1.21% 5.5% 11.71%
Wickenburg Maricopa2 3.0% 2.2% 1.77% 5.5% 12.47%
Willcox Cochise 4.0% 3.0% 0.55% 5.5% 13.05%
Williams Coconino 0.0% 4.5% 1.4% 5.5% 11.40%
Winkelman Gila/Pinal 0.0% 3.5% 1.10%/1.748% 5.5% 10.1%/10.748%
Winslow Navajo 2.0% 3.0% 0.88% 5.5% 11.38%
Youngtown Maricopa2 2.0% 3.0% 1.77% 5.5% 12.27%
Yuma Yuma 2.0% 1.7% 1.21% 5.5% 10.41%

2 The Maricopa County transient lodging rate of 1.77% includes 1% per Prop. 302. 

Source: Arizona Hospitality Research and Resource Center (AHRRC)

Revised January 2021 (no actual rate changes have occurred since January 2020).

3 Transient lodging in unincorporated areas of Pima County is subject to a 6% county tax (effective 1/1/06). This tax does not apply to 
transient lodging located within the incorporated cities/towns of Pima Co. The 0.55% Transportation Excise Tax (eff. 7/1/06) applies 
to all transient lodging businesses in Pima County.

Tax Rates
Community   County

1Queen Creek includes a special taxing district in the town center in Maricopa County. City lodging tax rates are 0.25% higher or 2.5%.

Northern Arizona University-The W. A. Franke College of Business
Economic Policy Institute | AHRRC | nau.edu/economic-policy-institute
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  TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
  AGENDA: April 30 Tourism Advisory Committee 
  DATE: April 30, 2025 
  DEPT: Tourism  
  ITEM #: 3.C 

 

  SUBJECT: Presentation & Discussion Regarding the 
Upcoming Annual Update & Presentation to 
Council and Selection of Committees Members 
to Represent TAC at the Meeting.  

ITEM SUMMARY 

This item is for TAC to select three members of TAC who will form a small subcommittee 
responsible for presenting the TAC's annual overview to the City Council. Requirements of the 
subcommittee include providing key facts to city staff for inclusion in the presentation, and 
participating in one presentation practice session at the end of May. 

  
BACKGROUND 

In accordance with its forming documents, the Tourism Advisory Committee is required to present 
annually to City Council. This is a staff-assisted presentation led by the members of TAC. Members 
of TAC may discuss items that they would like to bring forth for public awareness. 

  
FINANCIAL IMPACT 

There is no fiscal impact associated with this item. 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION 

MOVE to select three (3) Committee Members to present to Council on behalf of TAC at the June 
10 Study Session 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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  TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
  AGENDA: April 30 Tourism Advisory Committee 
  DATE: April 30, 2025 
  DEPT: Tourism  
  ITEM #: 3.D 

 

  SUBJECT: Presentation & Discussion Regarding Tourism 
Grant Review and Award Selections. 

 
ITEM SUMMARY 

This item is for the Committee to review the attached submitted grant applications. Committee 
members should review and pre-score each application in advance of the meeting and staff will 
provide an opportunity to review and discuss each application before Member's scores are 
submitted. 

  
BACKGROUND 

These grants are designed to support non-profit organizations hosting events in Prescott. Annually 
funded through the City’s Transient Occupancy (Bed Tax), the program aims to promote event 
marketing beyond the Prescott area and encourage overnight visitation. Grants of up to $5,000 are 
awarded based on event rating and how many organizations successfully apply. The grant is 
available only to registered non-profit organizations. The grant process begins and opens in the 
spring, with funds allocated for the upcoming fiscal year for the City of Prescott (July 1, 2025 – June 
30, 2026). 
 
A total of 26 Grant Applications have been received, including:  
1. 13th Annual Hope Fest 
2. 37th Arizona Cowboy Poets Gathering 
3. 47th Annual Whiskey Row Marathon 
4. 51st Annual Phippen Museum Western Art Show & Sale 
5. 19th Annual All Corvette Car Show 
6. Alliance Southwest Championship 
7. Arizona Philharmonic Eighth Season 
8. Art in the Pines 6th Annual Prescott Plein Air Festival 
9. Chalk it Up! Prescott 
10. Festival of Trees 
11. NYE Whiskey Row Boot Drop 
12. Prescott Area Artist Studio Tour 
13. Prescott Chamber of Commerce Foundation Bluegrass Festival 
14. Prescott Film Festival 
15. Prescott Fine Art & Wine Festival 
16. Prescott Highland Games & Celtic Faire 
17. Prescott Indian Art Market 
18. Prescott Shootout 
19. Prescott's Doc HolliDaze 
20. Riddle Rally for Veterans 
21. Solstice Flute Camp and Concert 
22. TCB Curates/Decompositions & Whale Fall 
23. Watson Lake Car Show & Swap Meet 
24. Wildlights & Animal Sights 
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25. Yavapai Fair 
26. Yes! Explorer's Challenge 

  
FINANCIAL IMPACT 

Funding for $90,000 is available in the FY26 Bed Tax Fund. 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION 

MOVE to approve final scoring and funding recommendations to staff for review 
  
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Tourism Grant Applications 
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13th Annual Hope Fest Arizona

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Mar 31, 2025 

Jaye Lene Long - Exec. Director 

Mar 31, 2025 

13th Annual Hope Fest Arizona 

Hope Serves Inc DBA Hope Fest Arizona 

Sep 20, 2025 

37-2111575

Yavapai County Courthouse Plaza & surrounding streets 

Hope Fest Arizona is a free public community festival and service outreach event with a dedicated mission to 
serve Veterans, Active Military, First Responders, their Families, and the Vulnerable of Yavapai County through 
the "HOPE Serves Family Resource Fair." 

The event also includes a free Family Fun Zone and a Car & Motorcycle Show. National and local music 
artists, as well as speakers, share their talents with our guests on the beautiful Courthouse lawn. In the 
evening, the much-anticipated guest favorite, the surprise on-stage reveal of the Fostering Hope Award to a 
local nonprofit organization. 

Jaye Lene Long 
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37th Arizona Cowboy Poets Gathering

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Phone Number 

Mar 25, 2025 

Liz Graham, ACPG Coordinator 

Mar 25, 2025 

37th Arizona Cowboy Poets Gathering 

Arizona Cowboy Poets Gathering Inc 

Aug 7, 2025 

170531963160 

Yavapai College Jim & Linda Lee Performing Arts Center 

This is a three day event to be held August 7-9, 2025 showcasing over 40 cowboy poets, storytellers and 
musicians from all over the US. These authentic performers bring cowboy poetry, storytelling and music to 
the public in over 50 one hour free sessions, and three ticketed evening performances. In addition, on Friday 
morning, the performers visit various local nursing home and assisted living facilities and the VA Hospital 
performing for shut-ins. 

Liz Graham 
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47th Annual Whiskey Row Marathon

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Phone Number 

Mar 31, 2025 

Jaime DeJoseph-Sports Director & Race Director-Whiskey Row Marathon 

Mar 31, 2025 

47th Annual Whiskey Row Marathon 

James Family Prescott YMCA 

Oct 11, 2025 

860119151 

Whiskey Row, Cortez and surrounding streets. 

The Whiskey Row Marathon promotes the health and wellness of our participants. The event draws runners 
from Phoenix, Tucson, Northern AZ, as well as other states and countries. Participants choose from a Full 
Marathon, Half Marathon, 10K, SK, and a .3 Mile High Fun run. A finish line expo and refreshment garden are 
featured as well as the Friday Night Expo & Registration at the James Family Prescott YMCA. Support is 
provided along the race route thanks to local businesses, organization, and volunteers. 

Jaime DeJoseph 
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51st Annual Phippen Museum Western
Art Show & Sale

Submission Date

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Phone Number 

Mar 18, 2025 

Edd Kellerman 

Mar 18, 2025 

51st Annual Phippen Museum Western Art Show & Sale 

Phippen Museum 

May 24, 2025 

51-0157597

Yavapai County Courthouse Plaza 

Outstanding juried western artists from all across the country display and sell their artwork from booths on the 
Yavapai County Courthouse plaza in historic, downtown Prescott, Arizona. This annual Memorial Day 
weekend tradition is a much-anticipated art event and popular with western enthusiasts, art collectors, locals 
and visitors from far and wide. It also features art demonstrations, 2 Quick Draw Challenges with Live Art 
Auctions, an Artist Meet n' Greet Dinner and an Artist Award Ceremony. 

Edd Kellerman 
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2025 19th Annual All Corvette Car Show

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Apr 2, 2025 

Joe Leffelman 

Apr 2, 2025 

2025 19th Annual All Corvette Car Show 

Prescott Vette Sette Charitable Foundation, Inc. 

Sep 27, 2025 

81-0983602

Prescott Courthouse Plaza-Montezuma,Goodwin,&Cortez 

The 19th edition of the All-Corvette Car Show Weekend will begin with early registration on Thursday and 
Friday evenings, September 25-26, to accommodate out-of-town clubs who plan multiple-night stays in 
Prescott. On Friday morning we offer four different activities-scenic cruises from Wilhoit to Jerome, golfing, 
and hiking-for registered guests to choose from. Friday evening's "Meet & Greet" will take place at the Fire & 
Sword speakeasy. The car show on Saturday, September 27, begins at 9am and ends with awards handed out 
mid-afternoon. The closing act is a BBQ dinner, with local band STEFnROCK, at Antelope Hills Golf Club. We 
are planning for 330 car show entries and expect to attract a crowd of 9,300 Corvette enthusiasts to 
Saturday's show-a 6.9% increase over last year's numbers. We anticipate greater Foundation revenues for 
charities and increased Economic Impact for City of Prescott ($2.0M compared to $1.9M in 2024). 

Joe Leffelman 
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Alliance Southwest Championship

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Phone Number 

Website (If no website, please type N/A) 

Mar 27, 2025 

Alfredo Nunez - Owner 

Mar 27, 2025 

Alliance Southwest Championship 

43SIXTYAZ LLC 

Jul 10, 2025 

23207604 

Prescott, Arizona 

Youth Tournament with over 60 out of state teams coming into town requiring 3 nights of stay. 

Alfredo Nunez 

https://www.allianceswregionals.com/ 
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Arizona Philharmonic Eighth Season

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Phone Number 

Apr 2, 2025 

Henry Flurry 

Apr 2, 2025 

Arizona Philharmonic Eighth Season 

Arizona Philharmonic 

May 3, 2026 

83-4652802

(mostly at) Ruth Street Theater 

Arizona Philharmonic is offering a full season of five concerts beginning on 10/5/27 and ending on 5/3/26. In 
addition, we are planning a Bridgerton themed event at the Elks Theatre in the fall, and we are planning an 
August 2025 concert at the Highlands Center of Natural History. 

Henry Flurry 
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Art in the Pines, 6th Annual Prescott
Plein Air Festival

Submission Date

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Apr 3, 2025 

L 

Eric Stoff, Grant & Proposal Writer, on behalf of Yavapai College Foundation Chief Development Officer 
Nicole Kennedy 

Apr 3, 2025 

Art in the Pines, 6th Annual Prescott Plein Air Festival 

Yavapai College 

Aug 27, 2025 

23-7232985

The festival will take place at the following community-wide Plein Air Painting and demonstration sites: Jim 
and Linda Lee Performing Arts Center, Shariat Hall Museum, Yavapai College Prescott Art Gallery, Yavapai 
College Patty McMullen Milkes Art Gallery 

The 6th Annual Prescott Plein Air Festival is a four-day outdoor painting event where artists create original 
works on location throughout Prescott. Presented by the Yavapai College Art Gallery in partnership with the 
Yavapai College Foundation, City of Prescott, and Shariat Hall Museum, the festival invites the public to 
observe artists painting in real time at scenic sites including Watson Lake, the Courthouse Plaza, and area 
parks. 

"Plein air" is a French term meaning "in the open air," describing artwork created outdoors using natural light 
and surroundings. Activities begin in May with public workshops and artist demonstrations, leading up to the 
main event August 28-31, 2025. A public reception and art sale will be held August 31 at the Yavapai College 
Art Gallery and Performing Arts Center. Proceeds support student scholarships. The festival draws regional 
and national talent, promoting Prescott as a destination for arts, culture, and creative tourism. 
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Chalk it Up! Prescott

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Apr 3, 2025 

Catherine Robbins 

Apr 3, 2025 

Chalk it Up! Prescott 

The Launch Pad Teen Center 

Apr 18, 2026 

46-5601468

201 N Montezuma Street, Prescott, AZ 86301 (Parking Lot) 

Chalk It Up! Prescott is a FREE, family-friendly, community-centered event intended to cultivate and support 
creativity in people of all ages and abilities! Participants fire up their imagination and grab a box of chalk - the 
chalk is free! Artists, both novice and professional, create a temporary museum of pavement chalk art on 
Saturday, April 18 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Sunday, April 19, 2026 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 201 N. 
Montezuma Street - in the City of Prescott's parking lot. 

The event includes live entertainment, music and professional artists who who come from areas in Arizona, as 
well as outside of Arizona. 

Catherine Robbins 
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Festival of Trees Prescott

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Mar 21, 2025 

Alysia McCabe 

Mar 20, 2025 

Festival of Trees Prescott 

Festival of Trees Prescott 

Nov 19, 2025 

901447873 

Sam Hill Warehouse, 232 N Granite Street , Prescott 

Festival of Trees Prescott is a local nonprofit organization that puts on an annual community event where the 
proceeds benefit a different local non profit each year. For this annual event, local businesses decorate 
Christmas trees and wreaths that are then sold to the public and placed in their 
homes or businesses for the holiday season. 
This four-day event (Nov 19 - 22, 2025) allows for attendees to learn more about the chosen non profit, 
purchase the trees and wreaths, vote on their favorites, enjoy live entertainment, crafts, raffles, and more. 
100% of the net proceeds from this event this year, will go to this year's chosen local non profit organization, 
Coalition for Compassion & Justice, whose mission is to end homelessness. 

Tahna Falk 
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NYE Whiskey Row Boot Drop

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Phone Number 

Apr 3, 2025 

Matt Brassard- Organizer 

Apr 3, 2025 

NYE Whiskey Row Boot Drop 

Prescott Chamber Foundation 

Dec 31, 2025 

204235039 

Whiskey Row (Gurley to Goodwin) 

This will be the 15th Annual NYE Boot Drop where a 6-foot illuminated cowboy boot will drop down the 
flagpole of the historic Palace Building at both 10pm and midnight with fireworks from the parking garage at 
both drops. This is a festival style block party with food and beverage vendors, live and recorded music, 
street dancing and carnival games and rides. This is a family friendly, free event for locals and tourists to 
celebrate and ring in the New Year. 

Matt Brassard 
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Prescott Area Artist Studio Tour

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Apr 3, 2025 

Cynthia Shaffer 

Apr 3, 2025 

Prescott Area Artist Studio Tour 

Prescott Area Artist Studio Tour 

Oct 3, 2025 

DLN # 260534 

Quad Cities: Prescott, Prescott Valley, Chino Valley & Paulden 

The 18th annual Prescott Area Artist Studio Tour is a three-day, free, family-oriented, self-guided tour of local 
artists' private studios and local Art Centers held the first weekend in October, October 3, 4 & 5. Art Centers 
are organizations that encourage arts practice and provide the facilities for ongoing art education. Most 
artists, either at private studios or in Art Centers, will be demonstrating their craft - a fabulous way for the 
public to learn about how the work is created, the materials and techniques used and the time it takes. It also 
provides visitors with the opportunity to buy art directly from the artists. The Tour is an avenue to foster 
appreciation of the arts, encourage art education by donating funds to art programs for local children, to draw 
visitors from the region and beyond, and to establish the Prescott Area as a premier art destination in 
Northern Arizona. 

Cindi Shaffer 
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Prescott Chamber of Commerce Foundation 

Bluegrass Festival 
Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Mar 24, 2025 

Sheri Heiney 

Mar 24, 2025 

Sheri L Heiney 

Prescott Chamber of Commerce Foundation 

Jun 20, 2026 

3 

Goodwin Street 

The Prescott Bluegrass Festival is dedicated to preserving and celebrating the rich tradition of bluegrass 
music by providing a free, family-friendly event that brings the community together and attracts visitors from 
across the region. Our mission is to enhance Prescott's cultural and tourism landscape by showcasing top 
bluegrass talent, fostering a love for live music, and creating an inclusive atmosphere where people of all ages 
can enjoy high-quality entertainment. As the only free Bluegrass Festival of its kind in the Western U.S., we are 
committed to supporting local businesses, driving economic growth, and strengthening Prescott's reputation 
as a premier destination for arts and culture. Through this annual event, we strive to honor the heritage of 
bluegrass music while creating lasting memories for attendees, ensuring that this beloved festival continues to 
thrive for future generations. 

Sheri Heiney 
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Prescott Film Festival

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Apr 3, 2025 

Eric Stoff, Grant & Proposal Writer, on behalf of Yavapai College Foundation Chief Development Officer 
Nicole Kennedy 

Apr 3, 2025 

Prescott Film Festival 

Yavapai College Foundation on behalf of the Prescott Film Festival 

Jul 16, 2025 

23-7232985

YCPerforming Arts Center, Hazeltine Theatre, Hendrix Auditorium, and Elks Theatre 

The 15th Annual Prescott Film Festival (PFF) is a multi-day celebration of film, storytelling, and humanities. 
Presented by the Yavapai College Film & Media Arts (FMA) program, the festival will feature independent 
films, free public workshops, and curated pre-show talks. FMA Director Helen Stephenson (M.A., American 
Media and Popular Culture, ASU) will deliver researched curtain talks before each film, offering behind-the­
scenes insights and social context for audiences. 

New this year, the festival expands beyond the Yavapai College Performing Arts Center with workshops at The 
Hazeltine Theatre and screenings at Hendrix Auditorium and The Elks Theatre-including the Silent Symphony 
event, a silent film with live musical accompaniment. Student short films from the FMA program will premiere 
on opening night, and the festival will mark its 15th anniversary with a special focus on downtown Prescott 
venues. Programming highlights storytelling craft, fosters critical thinking, and supports regional filmmakers 
and film audiences. 
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Prescott Fine Art and Wine Festival

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Apr 2, 2025 

Dawn Zintel, Treasurer 

Apr 2, 2025 

Prescott Fine Art and Wine Festival 

Mountain Artists Guild, Inc. 

Aug 2, 2025 

Yes 

Yavapai County Courthouse Plaza 

The 2025 Prescott Fine Art & Wine Festival will be held August 2 and 3 on the historic Yavapai County 
Courthouse Plaza. This exciting outdoor event has been hosted annually since 1953 by The Mountain Artists 
Guild and will feature up to 125 artists. We will showcase a juried exhibition of outstanding fine artists who 
will sell various goods including original artwork, photography, wearable art, jewelry and more. Volunteers 
will host art projects for youth in the Kids Art Zone. 

A variety of food items will be available from BBQ, samosas to hot dogs with something for everyone! One of 
our most popular attractions, the Wine Garden, will be returning. It will feature a fine selection of regional 
wines. Beer will also be available to purchase in the Wine Garden. 

The Guild has also hosted the Mother's Day Fine Art and Wine Festival in Prescott every year since the early 
1950s. 
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Prescott Highland Games and Celtic Faire

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Phone Number 

Mar 30, 2025 

Andrew Hamilton 

Mar 30, 2025 

Prescott Highland Games and Celtic Faire 

Prescott Area Celtic Society 

Sep 26, 2025 

30-0341924

Watson Lake Park 

Come out and enjoy our 19th Annual Prescott Highland Games and Celtic Faire ant "Loch Watson" Watson 
Lake Park on Hwy 89. Truly a FAMILY event there is something for EVERYONE. WE will have music, dancing 
and athletic events. As well as food and merchandise vendors. Piping Events, Children's Glen, Genealogy, 
Scottish Clans and Information Center. and many more attraction for the whole family. 

Andrew Hamilton 
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Prescott Indian Art Market (PIAM)

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Apr 2, 2025 

Corinne Harmon, Grants Coordinator 

Apr 2, 2025 

Prescott Indian Art Market (PIAM) 

$harlot Hall Museum 

Sep 20, 2025 

860113854 

$harlot Hall Museum Campus 

The Prescott Indian Art Market (PIAM) at $harlot Hall Museum is a vibrant annual event that celebrates 
Indigenous art, culture, and traditions. Featuring over 80 juried Native American artists from across the 
Southwest, PIAM showcases diverse art forms, including jewelry, pottery, textiles, and paintings. 

The event is presented in partnership with the Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe (YPIT), whose cultural 
contributions enrich the experience for visitors. PIAM also features interactive elements such as traditional 
music, dance, and storytelling, deepening the community's understanding of Native heritage. The event 
attracts both local attendees and visitors from across Arizona and neighboring states, contributing to 
Prescott's tourism economy. By drawing out-of-town guests, PIAM bolsters local businesses while providing 
artists a vital platform to share their work. With its strong community ties and cultural significance, PIAM 
fosters meaningful connections between Indigenous artists and the wider community, making it a cherished 
tradition that strengthens Prescott's cultural landscape. 
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Prescott Shootout

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Phone Number 

Mar 24, 2025 

Steve Gottlieb Tournament Director 

Mar 24, 2025 

Prescott Shootout 

Prescott Friends of Scouting 

Mar 21, 2025 

84-4892421

Prescott High and various other gyms in the area 

Volleyball tournament on the last weekend of Spring break. The tournament focus is on 13-14, 15-16, 17-18 year 
old players. That weekend is the National Qualifier for 11-12s. Every team 13-18 is available to play from the 
state level. First year 2025 tournament hosted over 1700 people. 417 players from 32 teams; 9 courts 
tournament. We turned back 21 teams due to venue repairs. We are expanding to 48 Teams next year. 

Steve Gottlieb 

Prescott Shootout - Tourism Grant Application Page 1 / 6
Page 131 of 207

Marikay Whisenand_17
Highlight Area



Prescott Shootout - Tourism Grant Application Page 2 / 6
Page 132 of 207



Prescott Shootout - Tourism Grant Application Page 3 / 6
Page 133 of 207



Prescott Shootout - Tourism Grant Application Page 4 / 6
Page 134 of 207



Prescott Shootout - Tourism Grant Application Page 5 / 6
Page 135 of 207



Prescott Shootout - Tourism Grant Application Page 6 / 6
Page 136 of 207



Prescott's Doc HolliDaze

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Apr 4, 2025 

Wendi Courtney, Volunteer 

Mar 26, 2025 

Prescott's Doc HolliDaze 

Prescott Western Heritage Foundation 

Aug 16,2025 

27-3076815

Downtown Prescott 

Prescott's Doc HolliDaze will be a 3-day event from August 15-17, 2025. It celebrates Prescott's history and 
early days, with an emphasis on the periods that Doc Holliday and the Earps lived in Prescott. On Friday 
evening there will be an open house at the Western Heritage Center, followed by a speakeasy crawl. On 
Saturday morning a History Forum will be held at the Hassayampa Inn, with several noted Western authors 
and artists presenting. Saturday afternoon will be a visit to Sharlot Hall Museum with skits by local volunteers 
in costume. Saturday evening will be a grand party (1880's attire encouraged) with Western entertainers, faro 
table, music and dancing, contests and a fashion show, at the Marina Room at the Hassayampa Inn. The 
weekend will conclude with a brunch on Sunday morning in the 1927 Salon. The intention is to grow into an 
annual publicly attended event every mid-August. 

Wendi Courtney 
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Riddle Rally for Veterans

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Apr 4, 2025 

Adam Nance 

Apr 4, 2025 

Riddle Rally for Veterans 

Lower 22 Foundation 

Mar 14, 2026 

92-1097700

Downtown Prescott on Whiskey Row 

Join us for an afternoon of fun, excitement and teambuilding as we journey through downtown Prescott 
solving puzzles and learning history both about Prescott and the military. As Lower 22 Foundation teams up 
with a service-disabled veteran business bringing a pub crawl like no other to this wonderful town. Teams and 
visitors will get a chance to solve mysteries, patronage local businesses, and learn about important military 
events. Visitors will be able to enjoy food from vendors from hotdogs to pizza and everything in-between. The 
Riddle Rally of Veterans is amped up to be an adventure for the whole family. 

Adam Nance 
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Solstice Flute Camp and Concert

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Apr 2, 2025 

Kelly Kennedy, Executive Director 

Apr 2, 2025 

Solstice Flute Camp and Concert 

Where Passion Meets Purpose dba Solstice Flute Camp 

Aug 17, 2025 

Where Passion Meets Purpose a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization registered in AZ and UT. Federal tax ID #82-
3375659 

Flute Camp - Chapel Rock Camp and Conference Center, 1131 Country Club Dr, Prescott, AZ 86303 Concert 
- Trinity Presbyterian Church, 630 Park Ave, Prescott, AZ 86303

Join us at Solstice Flute Camp. A unique, fun and transformative 5-day immersive learning experience for 
adults wanting to play the Native American flute. Our students gather from across the US and around the 
globe at Chapel Rock, a historic camp in the pines of Prescott, AZ. World-renowned instructors tailor learning 
tracks for those new to the Native American flute, intermediate players gaining confidence and mastery, and 
advanced and master level musicians. The week ends with a concert performed by our instructors at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church that is open to the public. The week is filled with Magical Moments! 

Kelly Kennedy 
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TCB Curates / Decompositions & Whale Fall

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Apr 1, 2025 

Jay Ruby - Executive Director The Carpetbag Brigade 

Mar 17, 2024 

TCB Curates / Decompositions & Whale Fall 

The Carpetbag Brigade 

Nov 7, 2025 

86-0970556

Hazeltine Theater 

TCB Curates is excited to present original performances designed to enrich Prescott's cultural landscape and 
attract outside visitors. Our 2025-26 season features compelling performances at the Hazeltine Theater: 
Decompositions by Tann is Kowalchuk of the Farm Arts Collective (November 7-9, 2025) and Whale Fall by 
Mayfield Brooks (June 19-21, 2026). The performances provide a unique cultural experience for Prescott 
residents and visitors. 

Decompositions is an original song-filled multimedia performance that digs into birth, death, farming, art, 
decay (aging) and transformation. 

Whale-Fall is an interactive theater experience exploring the romance and demise of our majestic sea 
mammals through dance, song and music. 

These performances provide cultural enrichment for the local community and attract out-of-area visitors, 
creating a positive economic impact and enhancing Prescott's reputation as a cultural hub. With a targeted 
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Watson Lake Car Show & Swap Meet

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Phone Number 

Mar 26, 2025 

Tom Holden, PAAC Show Director 

Mar 25, 2025 

Watson Lake Car Show & Swap Meet 

Prescott Antique Auto Club, Inc 

Aug 2, 2025 

237288886 

Watson Lake Park 

This year will be the Prescott Antique Auto Club's 50th annual Classic Car Show which averages 185 show 
cars and 140 swap meet vendors. In addition, we support Cars for Sale in our (Car Corral) with approximately 
40 vehicles and an Old Engine Start-up and Display with an average of 30 spaces from the local area including 
Prescott Valley, Dewey, Cottonwood, Chino Valley, Meyer, Ash Fork and Flagstaff. We also have a Food Court 
with 5-6 food vendors. The event brings in 4,000 to 6,000 attendees from in and out-of-state. 

Tom Holden 
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Wildlights & Animal Sights

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Apr 2, 2025 

Raquel Gardner 

Apr 2, 2025 

Wildlights & Animal Sights 

Heritage Park Zoological Sanctuary 

Nov 28, 2025 

3 

1403 Heritage Park Road, Prescott AZ 86301 

The holiday light display will be open to the public every Friday & Saturday evening from 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm, 
beginning on November 28th and 29th and running through January 2nd & 3rd, 2025. This annual family event 
includes festive holiday decorations, music, and spectacular light displays. We'll have light concessions 
available with items such as hot cocoa, cider, and cookies. Two weekends will include "Holiday Cheers" nights 
where adult beverages will be available. Last year's event was our biggest yet and we're making 2025 even 
stronger! 

Raquel Gardner 
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Yavapai Fair

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Name 

Address 

Phone Number 

Apr 1, 2025 

Rosalee Darby 

Apr 1, 2025 

Yavapai Fair 

Yavapai Fair Foundation 

Sep 4, 2025 

35-2417923

Prescott, AZ 

County fair showcasing local livestock, gardening, home economics and agricultural education. Offers an 
opportunity for businesses to showcase their wares. Includes family friendly entertainment including bands, a 
carnival and roaming acts. We offer a rodeo over the weekend, animals shows and a livestock auction. 

Rosalee Darby 
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Yes! Explorers Challenge

Submission Date 

Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent 

Printed Name & Title 

Date of Application 

Name of Event 

Event Organization Name 

Proposed Date of Event 

501 C 

Location of Event 

Description of the Event (Please limit text to 
the space provided) 

Mar 31, 2025 

Amanda Voss - Founder/Executive Director 

Mar 27, 2025 

YES! Explorers Challenge 

Yavapai Exploration and Science of Prescott 

May 9, 2026 

993344040 

Granite Creek Park 

The YES! Explorers Challenge is a thrilling, family friendly event that blends outdoor adventure with STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) activities. Hosted by Yavapai Exploration and Science, this 
interactive experience invites children ages 5-12 to explore hands-on stations featuring engineering 
challenges, science experiments, creative problem-solving, and more. 

Participants will navigate exciting challenges, earn stamps in their event passports, and have the chance to 
win fun prizes. The event is led by dedicated local volunteers and community members who share a passion 
for learning and discovery. 

With community partners, volunteers, and sponsors coming together, the YES! Explorers Challenge fosters a 
dynamic environment where learning meets adventure. Whether you're a budding scientist, an aspiring 
engineer, or just looking for a fun experience, this event offers an unforgettable journey celebrating curiosity 
and exploration! 
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  TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
  AGENDA: April 30 Tourism Advisory Committee 
  DATE: April 30, 2025 
  DEPT: City Manager  
  ITEM #: 4.A 

 

  SUBJECT: Staff Announcements & Updates. 

 
ITEM SUMMARY 

This item is for updates and announcements from staff. 
  
BACKGROUND 

John Heiney - Community Outreach Manager 
Cristina Binkley - Tourism Manager 
Mike Kelly - Sales & Marketing Manager - Group Sales, Active Leads, Bed Tax & STR 
Arley Tucker - Destination Engagement Specialist - Website, Analytics & Social Media Updates 
Ryan Harlow - Recreation Services Program Manager 
Christina Papa - Airport Services Manager 

  
FINANCIAL IMPACT 

There is no fiscal impact associated with this item. 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION 

This item is for discussion only. No formal action will be taken. 
  
ATTACHMENTS 

1. AP Updates TAC Slides 4.30.2025 
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TOURISM ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE (TAC)

APRIL 30, 2025

AIRPORT UPDATES

Page 201 of 207



Airport Activity
Aircraft ActivityAir Carrier 

Boardings
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

January 1982 1773 713 1404 1834 1907 1980

February 1628 1669 810 1570 1804 1839 1875

March 2377 1330 1312 1998 2191 2154 2053

April 2406 108 1694 2027 2019 2090

May 2598 252 2057 2188 2162 2177

June 2398 597 2422 1965 1972 1913

July 2399 949 2460 1982 1843 2030

August 2379 1112 2531 2107 1922 2110

September 2326 1259 2484 2157 2135 2119

October 2419 1514 2801 2275 2293 2333

November 2239 1355 2400 2240 2141 2165

December 2579 1108 1942 2145 2208 2471

Total 

Boardings
27,730 13,026 23,626 24,058 24,524 25,308 5,908

January to February 
Tower Counts: 0600 - 

2200 Daily 

2025: 61,368

2024: 51,742

2023: 47,011

2022: 50,740

2021: 46,447

2020: 43,081

2019: 32,179
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    Local Funding
§  Delta 7 Pavement Repairs – Week of April 21st.
§  Ruger Road Pavement Project – FY 26
§   Wash Rack – FY26 

    State & Federal Design Grant Funding
§   ARFF, SRE & Ops Building - Construction FFY 26 
§   Taxiway Foxtrot Realignment - Construction FFY 26 
§   North Ramp Expansion –  Construction FFY 28

  

Current Construction Projects
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     State & Federal Construction Funding
§   Runway 12-30 Electrical Improvements – 06/01/25.
§   ADOT APMS Program / Threshold 21L – 09/09/25

    State & Federal Studies Funding
§   Dual Lane Taxiway & Unleaded Fuel Study 
§   Runway 3R-21L Extension Demand Forecast Review
    Tenant Funding
§   ERAU SAFE Complex – 01/01/2026 Opening 
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Essential Air Service Bid & Airline Status

◦ Flight Delay’s for the month of March:
Ø LAX- 6 late turns, 2 maintenance, 1 weight 

and balance, 1 weather

Ø DEN- 4 maintenance, 3 crew legality, 2 
weight and balance, 1 weather

*Crew legality is crew rest between flights. 
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Advertising, Marketing & Upcoming 
Items

Advertising & Marking Policy & Fees
qFee schedule for Advertising & Marketing – Schedule C was approved in January, 

Kellie Worthen is heading up the Airports marketing
qThis will eventually be posted to the City’s website, again Kellie is working on 

an overhaul to the Airport’s website. 

Other Items
qRevenue Generation 
qI have not received reports from AVIS/Budget in awhile, but our Leasing and 

Properties Administrator Irene Varelas has noted a decline in rentals and 
revenue over the past 6 months. Complaints have been more frequent; we will 
be looking at advertising for two new operators in the coming months. 
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  TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
  AGENDA: April 30 Tourism Advisory Committee 
  DATE: April 30, 2025 
  DEPT: Tourism  
  ITEM #: 4.B 

 

  SUBJECT: Committee Member Updates. 

 
ITEM SUMMARY 

This item is for updates and announcements from Committee Members. 
  
BACKGROUND 

None. 
  
FINANCIAL IMPACT 

There is no fiscal impact associated with this item. 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION 

This item is for discussion only. No formal action will be taken. 
  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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